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TO: Interested Parties

FROM: Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin & Associates

DATE: April 20, 2004

RE: Opinion Survey Regarding the Proposed LNG Terminal in the Port of Long Beach

LONG BEACH VOTERS FAVOR THE SITING OF A LIQUIFIED NATURAL GAS (LNG)
RECEIVING TERMINAL IN THE PORT OF LONG BEACH

Fifty-six percent of Long Beach voters surveyed in mid-March 20041 said they favor a proposal
by Sound Energy Solutions, Inc. to construct and operate a liquefied natural gas (LNG) receiving
terminal at a site in the Port of Long Beach.  Twenty-six percent opposed the LNG project, 14
percent said they needed more information before expressing an opinion and another three
percent responded “don’t know.”  The two-to one margin in favor of the LNG project was
registered after respondents were provided with statements about the LNG project that have
been made publicly by opponents as well as proponents.

Favor/Oppose Proposed LNG Terminal in the Port of LongFavor/Oppose Proposed LNG Terminal in the Port of Long

                                                
1 Fairbank, Maslin, Maullin & Associates conducted a survey by telephone of 725 randomly selected respondents
registered to vote in the City of Long Beach.  The survey was conducted between March 12 and 17, 2004.  The
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BeachBeach

Awareness of the LNG project proposal was relatively high at the time of the survey.  Overall,
the survey shows that 41 percent of Long Beach voters had seen or heard about the LNG
proposal as of mid-March.  Not quite two in ten said that they had seen or heard “a lot” about it.
Among those already aware of the LNG project, 45 percent favor it going forward while 29
percent are opposed and 27 percent said they either need more information to form an opinion or
simply “don’t know.”

Seen/Heard of Proposed LNG Terminal in the Port of LongSeen/Heard of Proposed LNG Terminal in the Port of Long
BeachBeach

When asked in an open-ended question why they favored or opposed the LNG project, voters
favoring the project cited the fact the project would create jobs during construction, increase and
diversify energy supplies available to Long Beach residents and that LNG is a safe technology.
Opponents concerns centered primarily on perceived risks in handling and storing LNG.

Respondents were provided with a list of the LNG project’s attributes and features and asked
whether hearing an attribute or feature made them more inclined or less inclined to support the
project.  Between two-thirds and three-quarters said hearing that the project has the following
project attributes and features makes them more inclined to support the LNG project.

• The U.S. Coast Guard will closely supervise and regulate LNG tankers coming into the
Port of Long Beach according to post-September 11th standards

• LNG is not stored under pressure and is lighter than air.  If an LNG storage tank
ruptured, LNG would vaporize and disperse harmlessly rather than explode

• LNG does not explode and is less flammable than gasoline and diesel.  It takes very
specific atmospheric conditions for it even to burn

                                                                                                                                                            
margin of error for survey results for the sample as a whole is plus or minus 3.7 percent at the 95 percent confidence
level.
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• There have been nearly 40,000 LNG tanker voyages over the past 44 years and there had
never been a significant accident or safety problem

• The LNG facility will sell natural gas to the City-owned gas utility under a long-term
contract that stabilizes gas rates and provides a discount for Long Beach Consumers

• Diesel work vehicles throughout the Ports of Long Beach and Los Angeles will convert to
low pollution LNG supplied by this terminal

• The Port of Long Beach LNG terminal will have a low-pollution LNG fueling station for
local buses, trucks and Port-related yard vehicles

In sum, Long Beach voters are favorably disposed toward the LNG project proposed for the Port
of Long Beach by Sound Energy Solutions, Inc.  Awareness of the project is already reasonably
high, and many of the project’s features, as well as attributes of LNG itself, have a positive
impact on attitudes towards the project.  Opposition to the project derives mainly from concerns
about LNG safety, but this concern is offset to a large degree by information about LNG’s
favorable chemistry compared to other conventional fuels and how LNG transport and storage
are closely regulated by the U.S. Coast Guard and others safety agencies.


